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and gave orders for an advance by his centre into
the Belgian Ardennes. The enterprise was short-
lived and disastrous- Almost at once tho advance
came up against strong prepared positions, which
in that tangled country wore hard to detect, and was
at the same time taken in flank by enemy columns
marching from the east. There was insufficient
connection, too, between the corps of the attack, so
that each unit fought a sopnrato battle.

Meanwhile Joffre, aware of the (Herman advance
into the Belgian plain, had pushed his Fifth, Army
into the angle between Oharleroi, Nainur, and
Dinant, on the Sambre and Mouse. Nnmur he
considered to be capable of making as stout a defence
as the Li6ge forts, and he held that it would form a
good pivot for an advance into .Belgium by Lanrozac,
and the British army, now in process of concentra-
tion, which, if successful, would gain the lino
Namur-Brussels-Antwerp. It was (Hear to his mind
the enemy could not be equally strong in Lorraine,
in the Ardennes, and north of tho Meuso, and his
forward policy would search out the weak spot.

He had miscalculated the speed of tho Gorman
advance, as he had underestimated its weight. Wo
left the Belgian army still holding tho crossings of
the Gette against Kluck's vanguards. But once the
last Liege forts had fallen, and the trunk line was
cleared for traffic, there came the real impact- The
invasion swept on like a tide, the cavalry screen foil
away, and the Belgian field armies realised what
was before them. Their one hope was the French,
but the French infantry were far distant, though
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